
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8958 July 30, 2007 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING THE ‘‘HORN IN THE 
WEST’’ HISTORICAL DRAMA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor ‘‘Horn in the West,’’ 
which this year is in its 56th consecu-
tive season and is the third oldest out-
door drama in the United States. 
‘‘Horn in the West’’ is also the oldest 
Revolutionary War drama in the Na-
tion. It brings theatre-goers into the 
life and times of that legendary fron-
tiersman Daniel Boone. 

Located in Boone, North Carolina, 
‘‘Horn in the West’’ outdoor drama cap-
tured the heart of this great struggle 
for freedom that was fought by moun-
tain settlers in Appalachia during the 
Revolutionary War. In its 56 years of 
existence, the show has wowed more 
than 1.4 million people with its story-
telling ingenuity and historical acu-
men. To this day it is not only enter-
taining thousands each year; it is also 
preserving a valuable story drawn from 
our Nation’s early formative years. 

‘‘Horn in the West’’ was written by 
Dr. Kermit Hunter, an accomplished 
author and playwright who wrote more 
than 40 other historical productions. 
Dr. Hunter, who passed away in 2001, 
was a dedicated spokesman for the 
genre of the outdoor drama. His drama 
highlights the early freedom-seeking 
settlers who migrated to the Blue 
Ridge Mountains in an attempt to es-
cape from the tyranny of British rule. 

The story of ‘‘Horn in the West’’ is 
told through the lens of Dr. Geoffrey 
Stuart, who came to the Blue Ridge 
with his family to study smallpox. A 
freedom lover himself, Stuart joined 
the band of colonists in opposition to 
the British. ‘‘Horn in the West’’ ushers 
the audience into a great moment in 
the lead-up to the Revolutionary War 
when this group of patriots suffers de-
feat and capture at the hands of the 
British in 1771 at the Battle of 
Alamance. 

Dr. Stuart, a model of the American 
spirit to forge ahead in the face of op-
position, must rescue his son who is 
one of those captured by the British. 
The story weaves its way through Stu-
art’s life, his important intervention 
with the Cherokee tribe, and his part-
nership with Daniel Boone. ‘‘Horn in 
the West’’ is the story of a man and a 
Nation coming to terms with the 
meaning of liberty and independence in 
a tumultuous time. 

I am proud to commend the people at 
‘‘Horn in the West’’ for their steadfast 
commitment to bringing this impor-
tant time and place to life for audi-

ences in the town of Boone every year. 
They embody the ideals of America 
that this production encompasses: a 
love of freedom, a strong belief in the 
common man, and a dedication to what 
is right even in the face of uncertain 
odds. 

The cast and supporting staff and 
board are dedicated to ‘‘Horn’’ and are 
doing a great job with very limited re-
sources. 

The Daniel Boone Theatre that 
houses the outdoor production of 
‘‘Horn in the West’’ is a magnificent 
setting for this historical play. When it 
was first reviewed, the critics raved 
that the theatrical setting was ‘‘one of 
the most beautiful, if not the most 
beautiful, in America’’ and that ‘‘the 
theatre alone is worth the price of ad-
mission.’’ 

The Daniel Boone Theatre merits 
such praise. It is a masterful blend of 
architecture and landscape. Designed 
by the NC State School of Design and 
built in 1952, it deserves its title as the 
best outdoor theatre in the east. It sits 
on 35 acres of Blue Ridge Mountain ter-
rain and was designed specifically with 
‘‘Horn in the West’’ in mind. The the-
atre blends into the mountains with its 
careful use of native stone and land-
scaping. The theatre’s designers took 
great pains to integrate existing vege-
tation into the landscape so that today 
enormous rhododendron which were 
moved up the hill create a natural 
screen between the theater and the 
parking lot. 

The ‘‘Horn in the West’’ production 
and the Daniel Boone Theatre are 
priceless pieces of North Carolina and 
American history. They preserve some-
thing of our past that in today’s era of 
sound bite and image-obsessed is des-
perately needed. They remind us of our 
roots in a liberty-loving and free peo-
ple who would give everything they 
held dear for the cause of freedom. 

My hope is that ‘‘Horn in the West’’ 
continues to dazzle audiences with its 
depiction of our shared history. It is a 
valuable part of our history and cul-
ture, and I wish it many more decades 
of successful production. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. RUSH addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. JEFFER-
SON) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JEFFERSON addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADER-
SHIP CONFERENCE 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
SCLC, as it celebrates 50 years of promoting 
non-violent action as a means to achieve so-
cial, economic, and political justice. The op-
portunity to serve as the first African-American 
Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee is 
a tribute to the efforts of the SCLC to promote 
equal opportunity and equal justice. 

Without the courage and sacrifice of mem-
bers of the SCLC, namely its first President, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and those Presi-
dents that followed—Ralph Abernathy, Joseph 
Lowery, and Martin Luther King III, we simply 
would not be where we are today. And while 
we have much work to do, we are living the 
legacy of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference everyday. 

This August will be the 50th anniversary of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference. The SCLC traces its roots to the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955, which 
began with the quiet yet courageous efforts of 
one woman: Rosa Parks. I had the privilege of 
working with Rosa Parks for over 20 years 
when she agreed to join my staff after I was 
elected to Congress in 1964. The Montgomery 
Bus Boycott brought together two local min-
isters, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Ralph 
Abernathy, who established the Montgomery 
Improvement Association to lead the boycott 
efforts. As the movement to desegregate pub-
lic transportation spread beyond Montgomery 
County into surrounding States, it was clear 
that the organization needed to expand, both 
in size and in scope. 

Following the success of the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott, a group of 60 organizers from 10 
States met in Atlanta, Georgia to plan the next 
steps. The result was the founding of the 
Southern Leadership Conference on Transpor-
tation and Nonviolent Integration. The organi-
zation’s title was shortened to its current 
name, the Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference during its first convention, held in 
Montgomery in August 1957. Next week, the 
SCLC will be hosting its 49th annual conven-
tion in Atlanta, GA. 

Leading the efforts of the SCLC to end seg-
regation was Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a 
man I am honored to have been able to call 
a friend and confidant. In fact, it was Dr. King 
that endorsed me for Congress when I first 
ran and was elected to serve in 1964. Signifi-
cantly, Dr. King personally awarded me with 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
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